APPLYING CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY TO FUTURES STUDIES

AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF CULTURE AND CULTURAL CHANGE USING ETHNOGRAPHIC METHODS
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RESEARCH QUESTION AND METHOD

RESEARCH QUESTION:

How can the deep understanding of people’s culture and
cultural change —obtained through cultural anthropology-—

enrich the task of futures studies?

PURPOSE:

THE FUTURES IS...

points of view (perspectivism).

THE PLURALITY OF FUTURES:
The aim is to explore and
envision multiple futures.
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THE ANTICIPATION OF CHANGE:

QORI AL AL I AL AL AL AL IO I IO LA AL IO I AL AL I AL LA IAL I AL IO ALK AL IO LKA I AL AL IO LA ALK AL IO AL AL AL AL LA I I IO LA AL AL

To contribute to the betterment of humankind by improving the
world in which we live in —for both present and future generations.

...open, not deterministic, not possible to predict, complex.
...Inhabited by ordinary people who aprehend reality from distinct

FUTURES CREATION:
The future is not only
Imagined but also produced.

Futures
are made INPUT:
Decisions an d
actions
W *Loop is not entirely closed
materialize [N

Futures are
INPUT: imagined

Presen tideas
about the future

A threefold cognitive strategy to cope with the open future.

RESEARCH METHOD:
The results of this research stem from two research processes:

Theoretical Empirical

CULTURE 1IS:

“The socially learned
knowledge and patterns of
behavior shared by some
group of people” [3].
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CULTURAL CHANGE:
Culture is permanently changing.

TRADEMARKS OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY:
Holism, relativism, critical, interconnectedness.

ETHNOGRAPHY:

"A research process in which the anthropologist closely observes,

records, and engages in the daily life of another culture” [4].

Interdependent components.

SALIENT LINKS BETWEEN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND FUTURES STUDIES:
Anticipatory Experimental ethnographic
anthropology systems

OBJECTIVE:

DESIGNING ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH
FOR FUTURES STUDIES:

Uncovering new connections
over time and eliciting new
—previously unconceivable—
questions about the future

CONDUCTING FIELDWORK FOR FUTURES
STUDIES:

Experiencing anad
understanding present realities
through the eyes of ordinary
people

Setting the tone for the
construction of preferable
futures

ANALYZING AND INTERPRETING
CULTURE FOR FUTURES STUDIES:

Understanding the conceptual
world of meanings of a
particular culture or subculture

METHOD + SAMPLE:

EMBEDDING THE TRADEMARKS OF CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY INTO FUTURES STUDIES:

Making sense of an entangled
and complex world

Opening up the boundaries of
iImagination through a critical
engagement with the world

ldentitying the articulated and
unarticulated (e.g. needs,
expectations) to shape the
open future

Recognizing commonalities
and discerning particularities
to manage perspectivism and
build inclusive futures

ldentifying and anticipating
cultural change

Using culture to
concelive and e
effect change

Facilitator
for change

Roadblock
for change



