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Definition of writing

• Writing can be understood as: ‘penmanship’ or writing systems;

• ”the use of graphic marks to represent specific linguistic utterances” (Rogers 2005: 

2);

• is not language but represents it (ibid.);

• Coulmas (2003: 23) distinguishes six definitions of writing:

1. ”a system of recording language by means of visible and tactile marks”;

2. ”the activity of putting such a system to use”;

3. ”the result of such activity, a text”;

4. ”the particular form of such a result (...)”;

5. ”artistic composition”;

6. ”a professional occupation” 
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Differencies between speech and writing

speech writing

continuous discrete

bound to utterance time timeless

contextual autonomous

evanescent permanent

audible visible

produced by voice produced by hand

Coulmas (2003: 11)
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Grapheme

• Grapheme: ”a contrastive unit in a language system, parallel to phoneme or 

morpheme” (Rogers 2005: 10);

• The collection of graphemes = the ALPHABET (ibid.);

• Allographs: different realisations of graphemes: for instance, upper- and lower-

case, different typefaces (Helvetica, Times New Roman);

• Upper- and lower-case are in complementary distribution;

• There are FREE <t>, <s> and BOUND graphemes (diacritics). Diacritics do not 

occur on their own <é>;

• LIGATURES: two symbols joint together <æ> in Danish (ibid., p. 9-13);

• Graphemes can can consist of one (single-letter graphemes), two (diagraphs), 

three (triagraphs) and four letters (four-letter graphemes) (Brooks 2015: 5-6).
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Phonographic writing systems

• Symbols of the writing systems are related to the phonemes of a language;

• Although one would expect a 1:1 correspondence, it is not the case;

• E.g. Spanish, English;

• A lot of morphological information is required for English writing; variation among 

languages (Rogers 2005: 14);
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Phoneme

”[...] the minimal distinctive unit in the sound system of the language” (Plag et al. 

2009: 36, 232), the mental representation, and abstraction over all the various 

allophones of what we consider one sound; the smallest meaning-distinguishing units

in language” (Bieswanger & Becker 2010: 59).
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Phonemes in English

• Consonants & vowels

• About 44 phonemes in spoken English

• More phonemes than letters in the English version of the Roman alphabet (26);

• Most consonant phonemes are just one sound, but they can also be in clusters: 

strength /streŋθ/

• Vowel phonemes: one or two sounds (diphthongs); 

(Brooks 2015: 4)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfwVXfl0EnI
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Modern English: grapheme-phoneme correspondence 
in English: consonants (RP)

• 13 out of 24 consonant phonemes of RP have a high extend of regular spellings 

(mind that there are positional constraints for /w and ɳ/;

• Regularly spelt: /b d g h m n p r t ð θ/;

• /w/ only before vowel phonemes; does not occur word-finally; it is spelt initially 

<w> and medially <u>;

• /ɳ/ only after short vowel phonemes; it does not occur word-initially; it is spelt <n> 

before / k, g/, and in other cases <ng> (Brooks 2015: 19).
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
consonants (choice)

/ʃ/ 

initial <sh>: <ship> /ʃiːp/

medial <ti>: <caution> /ˈkɔːʃən/

<ci> <crucial> /ˈkruːʃəl/

<si> <aversion> /əˈvɜːʃən/

<ssi> <admisson:>/ədˈmɪʃən/

final <sh>: <clash> /klæʃ/

(Brooks 2015: 89-90)

/ʒ/ 

si> <vision> /ˈvɪʒən/

<s> before medial <u> <casual> /ˈkæʒuəl/

<g> words mainly of French origin; <melange>/meɪˈlɑːnʒ/

(Brooks 2015: 94-95)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
consonants (choice)

/tʃ/

initial <ch>: church /tʃɜːtʃ/ chain /tʃeɪn/ change /tʃeɪndʒ/

medial <ch>: teacher /ˈtiːtʃə/

medial <t>: <adventure> /ədˈventʃə/, <culture> /ˈkʌltʃə/ <feature> /ˈfiːtʃə/

<suggestion> /səˈdʒestʃən/, <question> /ˈkwestʃən/

<tch> <butcher> /ˈbʊtʃə/

(Brooks 2015: 20; 55-56; Teflpedia, 2020)

/j/: 

within /juː/; for instance <ew>: <new> /njuː/ <u> <union> /ˈjuːnjən/ <u.e.. <mute> 

/mjuːt/

elsewhere: initial <y>: young /jʌŋ/

(Brooks 2015: 103-104; 214)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
consonants (choice)

/dʒ/

initial <ge>: <George> /dʒɔːdʒ/

Initial <j>: <jam>: /dʒæm/, <January> /ˈdʒænjuəri/

(Brooks 2015: ; voiced palato-alveolar affricate - Teflpedia, 2020)

Medial position:

<g> before <e, i, y> agency /ˈeɪdʒənsi/, apologize /əˈpɒlədʒaɪz/, <Egypt> /ˈiːdʒɪpt/ 

otherwise <j>: <enjoy> /ɪnˈdʒɔɪ/ <major> /ˈmeɪdʒə/ 

Final position:

<dge>: <edge> /edʒ/ <fridge> /frɪdʒ/

<ge> <advantage> /ədˈvɑːntɪdʒ/ <average> /ˈævərɪdʒ/ <image> /ˈɪmɪdʒ/

(Brooks 2015: 62-63)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
consonants (choice)

/ŋ/

<ng> <ring> /rɪŋ/

<n> before <k, g> <uncle>/ˈʌŋkəl/ <kangaroo> /ˌkæŋɡəˈruː/

(Brooks 2015: 87)

/θ/

<th> thigh /θaɪ/ (Brooks 2015: 96)

/ð/

Word-final for instance in <teethe> /tiːð/ etc. (Brooks 2015: 97)

/w/

<w> <word> /wɜːd/

<u> quick / kwɪk/

<wh> <while> /waɪl/

(Brooks 2019: 99-101)
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Spelling of vowels and diphtongs (Brooks 2015: 137)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
vowels (choice)

/æ/

<a> <cat> /kæt/, <trap> /træp/

(Brooks 2015: 136, 139; Near-open front unrounded vowel - Teflpedia, 2020)

/e/

<e> <dress>/dres/ <less> /les/

<ae> ahead /əˈhed/

(Brooks 2015: 136, 140; Close-mid front unrounded vowel - Teflpedia, 2020)

/ɪ/

Initial position: <i> <sit> /sɪt/ and frequently <e> in unstressed syllables: /bɪˈɡɪn/

<y> <bicycle> /ˈbaɪsɪkəl/

<e> <enough> /ɪˈnʌf/ <extreme> /ɪkˈstriːm/

(Brooks 2015: 136, 142; Near-close near-front unrounded vowel - Teflpedia, 2020)

/ɒ/ (RP) 

Initial position: <o> <obvious> /ˈɒbviəs/ 

Medial position: <o> <economic> /ˌekəˈnɒmɪk/ and <a> after <w> <want> /wɒnt/

<wash> /wɒʃ/

(Brooks 2015: 136, 148)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
vowels (choice)

/ʌ/ 

<u>: <but> /bʌt/ <o> <above> /əˈbʌv/

(Brooks 2015: 136, 150)

/ʊ/: 

<oo> in monosylables ending in <k> <book> /bʊk/ and <d>: <wood> /wʊd/

<u> <push> /pʊʃ/

(Brooks 2015: 152)

Name Nachname | XX.XX.2017 | Hier steht der Veranstaltungsname



20

Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
vowels (choice)

/ə/: 

<a>: <attend> /əˈtend/, <character> /ˈkærəktə/

<ar>: <particular> /pəˈtɪkjələ/ <monarchy> /ˈmɒnəki/

<ate> in adjectives: <intimate> /ˈɪntəmət/ <accurate>  /ˈækjərət/

<o> <tomorrow> /təˈmɒrəʊ/

<or>: <forget> /fəˈɡet/ <ambassador> /æmˈbæsədə/  

<e>: <settlement> /ˈsetlmənt/ <postmen> /ˈpəʊstmən/

<er>: <perhaps> /pəˈhæps/ <stronger> /strɒŋgə/ <photographer> /fəˈtɒɡrəfə/ 

in AmEn /fəˈtɑːɡrəfər/

<u>: <autumn> /ˈɔːtəm/ <support> /səˈpɔːt/

<ough>: <thorough> /ˈθʌrə/

<ou>: <gracious> /ˈɡreɪʃəs/

Roach (2009: 65-66)

/ɑː/: <ar>: <art> /ɑːt/ (RP) in GenAm: /ɑːrt/ <a> <father> /ˈfɑːðə/

(Brooks 2015: 137; 167-168)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
vowels (choice)

/ɜː/ 

Middle position: 

<er>: <prefer> /prɪˈfɜː/ 

<ir> < birth> /bɜːθ/

<or> <word> /wɜːd/ <world> /wɜːld/

<ur>: <fur> /fɜː/ (RP)

(Brooks 2015: 170-171); 

/ɔː/ 

<awe> /ɔː/ 

<or> <order>/ˈɔːdə/ <afford> /əˈfɔːd/

<ore> <before> /bɪˈfɔː/

<ar> <ward> /wɔːd/

<a> before <l> <wall> /wɔːl/

<au> <autumn> /ˈɔːtəm/

<aw> <awful> /ˈɔːfəl /  (Brooks 2015: 173)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
vowels (choice)

/iː/

<ee> <see>/siː/

<e> <be> /biː/

<ea> <sea> /siː/

(Brooks 2015: 198)

/uː/

<oo><zoo> /zuː/

<u> <super> /ˈsuːpə/

<u.e><intrude> /ɪnˈtruːd/

<ew><blew> /bluː/

(Brooks 2015: 216-217)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
diphtongs

/ɔɪ/

<oi> <boil> /bɔɪl/

<oy> <boy>/bɔɪ/

(Brooks 2015: 179)

/aʊ/

<ou> <about> /əˈbaʊt/

word-final <ow> <allow> /əˈlaʊ/

(Brooks 2015: 180)

/eə/ (RP)

<are> <fare> /feə/

Word-initial <ar> <caring> /ˈkeərɪŋ/

<air> <chair> /tʃeə/

<ear> <wear>/weə/

(Brooks 2015: 181-182)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
diphtongs

/ɪə/ (RP)

<ear> <appear> /əˈpɪə/

<ere> <sincere> /sɪnˈsɪə

<er> <series> /ˈsɪəriːz/

<eer> <beer> /bɪə/

(Brooks 2015: 185-186) 

/ʊə/ (RP)

<oor> <poor> /pʊə/ also: /pɔː/

<our> <bourbon> /ˈbʊəbən/

(Brooks 2015: 188-189)

/eɪ/

<a.e> <make> /meɪk/

<a> <bacon> /ˈbeɪkən/

<ay> <display> /dɪˈspleɪ/

<ai> before <nt>: <paint> /peɪnt/  (Brooks 2015: 191)
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Grapheme – phoneme correspondence: 
diphtongs

/aɪ/

<i.e> <bike> /baɪk/

<i> <child> /tʃaɪld/

<y> <cycle> /ˈsaɪkəl/

(Brooks 2015: 205)

/əʊ/

<o> <focus> /ˈfəʊkəs/

<o.e> <remote> /rɪˈməʊt /

(Brooks 2015: 210)
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Ortographic dialect variations

ORTOGRAPHIC DIALECTS:

Two recognised ways of writing the same language or

certain words of this language (Rogers 2005: 295): British

usage vs. American usage (ibid., p. 192).
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Ortographic dialect variations
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Source: Rogers (2005: 193)



28

Etymological spelling

Latin

debitum

Dubitum

Fr. dette /dɛt/

dout /duːt/

borrowed into Middle English; then scholars inserted ”b”  into the words in 

Renessaince times:

doubt

debt

(Rogers 2005: 194)
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