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General course information 

Welcome to university! 

Welcome to the Free University of Berlin! If this is your first-ever seminar, you are probably going to 

experience a whole new degree of freedom—you will be free to choose classes, free to choose research 

topics, free to decide how much to read, how much to practice, free to decide which debates to follow 

up on and which to ignore, which texts to re-read and which tools to use. 

With freedom comes responsibility. It will be your responsibility to ask about anything you do not 

know, otherwise we will assume that everything is clear. (Do not hesitate to ask questions, please! We 

love explaining things. And the others will be glad you asked.) It will be your responsibility to judge 

whether you really understood a topic or whether you need to go back and revise. It will be your 

responsibility to see to your own time management, to prepare for class each week, to take useful notes 

when you read texts—and to decide when to stop. And it will be your responsibility to get in touch with 

any of us, at any time, if you need help with anything. 

Whatever you do: to communicate is better than not to communicate! 

How to contact us 

Our e-mail addresses can be found here: https://blogs.fu-berlin.de/linguistics/contact/ 

Course Description 

The scientific study of language is essential for our endeavour to understand communication, human 

psychology and social interaction and provides insights that are crucial for successful language teaching. 

This course offers an introduction to the basic concepts and methods of linguistics and will enable you 

to carry out your first linguistic analyses. There will be an overview of the most important concepts and 

characteristic phenomena on various levels of analysis (phonetics and phonology, morphology, syntax, 

phraseology, semantics, pragmatics and text linguistics). The primary object of investigation will be the 

English language, but examples from other languages will also occasionally be used for illustration, and 

the aim of the module is to teach the basics of general linguistics, applicable to all languages. 

 The course provides an outlook on current methods and tools used for linguistic analysis. In the end, 

students will be able to understand the language of linguistics and pursue further studies in the discipline.  

The seminar is complemented by an obligatory lecture. Both the contents of the lecture and the contents 

of the seminar will be relevant for examination. 
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Credit points and workload 

This seminar is worth 3 ECTS credit points. The accompanying lecture is worth 2 ECTS credit points. 

One credit point corresponds to an expected workload of 30 hours (course time and preparation/follow-
up), so our course is expected to require 90 hours in total, which translates to about six hours per week 

(including course time) for the seminar plus four hours per week for the lecture. Please consider this 

when booking courses! Do not take too many classes. A full-time student is expected to earn about 60 
credit points per year (30 per semester, on average) and work 1,800 hours in total. 

 

Additional information: 

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/studium/information_a-z/punktemodule.html 

Tutorial 

We have a wonderful new tutor called Eva Sirlinger, she introduces herself here: 

https://blogs.fu-berlin.de/linguistics/category/tutorial/ 

Examination 

There will not be a written final exam this year. Instead, you will be given weekly transfer tasks each 

Friday at noon, to be submitted via Blackboard before the lecture the following Monday. These 

tasks test whether you are able to apply the knowledge from the lecture, the weekly reading and videos 

and the contents of the seminar to new problems. Detailed instructions will be made available in due 

time. 
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