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Recap

• What do the terms morpheme, morph and allomorphe mean? 

• What is phonological conditioning? What does it have to do with
morphology? 

• What types of morphemes do we distinguish? 

• What types of affixes exist in English? And which other affixes exist
that do not appear in English? Give examples



Warm-up game: Charades

• 1. The first person picks one of the following words: 

houses, television, hugging, angry, co-driver, sad, 
wrestler, hearts, butterfly, jumping, boxer, birthday, 
smartphones, television, chairs, cooking, surprise, 
happy, cutting, glasses, eating, sun, surfing, waves

• 2. They they act out the word (no noises allowed)

• 3. Whoever guesses the word correctly first, analyses
the word‘s morphemes and then chooses another
word. 



More Morphology

• Lexeme: unit of vocabulary→ can be represented in a paradigm showing
all inflectional forms

• Root: undividable core of a word that stays after separating all other
morphemes

• Stem: part that is left after separating the inflectional suffixes

• Base: part that is left after separating the last attached derivational suffix

• In English prefixes are always derivational

• Agreement appears between nouns, adjectives and verbs, for example: She
eats. The noun and the verb agree in number and person.

• Productivity: an affix is productive when it is frequently used to create new 
lexemes





Exercises

• Analyse the following English words. Specify each morpheme’s 
function and state whether it is free or bound:

- laughing, laughed, lovely, unpleasantness

• Which word formation processes happened here? 

- coffee cup, baker, unhappy, unhappiness, fridge, Nato, Brexit, snow

• Give the paradigms for the following words: green, grass, to walk 

• Explain the difference between Derivation and Inflection. 



Time for 
Questions


