
 

Task: For each of the following text types, specify the clause structure (take into 

account dominating sentence types) and find cohesive devices used in the texts. 

 

A. Text type: Maths word problems 

 

(1) Adrianna has 10 pieces of gum to share with her friends. There wasn’t enough gum for all 

her friends, so she went to the store and got 70 pieces of strawberry gum and 10 pieces of 

bubble gum. How many pieces of gum does Adrianna have now? 

 

(2) Rocco has 1.5 litres of orange soda and 2.25 litres of grape soda in his fridge. Antonio has 

1.15 litres of orange soda and 0.62 litres of grape soda. How much more soda does Rocco 

have than Angelo? 

 

(3) Jakob wants to invite 20 friends to his birthday, which will cost his parents $250. If he 

decides to invite 15 friends instead, how much money will it cost his parents? Assume the 

relationship is directly proportional. 

 

(4) People who thought they were being ripped off with their electricity and gas bills 

complained at the rate of 900 complaints a day on average. How many complaints would that 

amount to in one full year (not a leap year)? 

 

(B) Text type: Fairy tales 

 

(1) The Hurds (Grimm’s Fairy Tales) 

 

There was once on a time a maiden who was pretty, but idle and negligent.  When she had to 

spin she was so out of temper that if there was a little knot in the flax, she at once pulled out a 

whole heap of it, and strewed it about on the ground beside her.  Now she had a servant who 

was industrious, and gathered together the bits of flax which were thrown away, cleaned 

them, spun them fine, and had a beautiful gown made out of them for herself.  A young man 

had wooed the lazy girl, and the wedding was to take place. On the eve of the wedding, the 

industrious one was dancing merrily about in her pretty dress, and the bride said, ah, how that 

girl does jump about, dressed in my hurds. The bridegroom heard that, and asked the bride 

what she meant by it.  Then she told him that the girl was wearing a dress made of the flax 

which she had thrown away.  When the bridegroom heard that, and saw how idle she was, 

and how industrious the poor girl was, he gave her up and went to the other, and chose her as 

his wife. 

 

(2) Brides on Their Trial (Grimm’s Fairy Tales) 

 

There was once a young shepherd who wanted very much to marry, and was acquainted with 

three sisters who were all equally pretty, so that it was difficult for him to make a choice, and 

he could not decide to give the preference to any one of them.  Then he asked his mother for 



advice, and she said, invite all three, and set some cheese before them, and watch how they 

eat it.  The youth did so, the first swallowed the cheese with the rind on, the second hastily 

cut the rind off the cheese, but she cut it so quickly that she left much good cheese with it, 

and threw that away also, the third peeled the rind off carefully, and cut neither too much nor 

too little.  The shepherd told all this to his mother, who said, take the third for your 

wife.  This he did, and lived contentedly and happily with her. 


